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Actor Emile Hirsch goes ‘Wild’ with director Sean Penn
By Dino-Ray Ramos
STAFF WRITER

M ORE OFTEN
than not, Emile
Hirsch is
known as “that
guy” from the

teen flick “The Girl Next Door.”
Under-the-radar films such as
“Lords of Dogtown” and “Alpha
Dog” made his presence on the
Hollywood map more promi-
nent. But with his starring role
in “Into the Wild,” which opened
Friday,” he’s bound to find a
comfortable place in the strato-
sphere of talented young actors.

Based on the best-selling Jon
Krakauer book, “Into the Wild”
tells the true story of Chris
McCandless, a rebellious college
graduate who sheds his identity
and a promising future to be a
wanderer under the moniker
Alexander Supertramp. On his
way to Alaska, he encounters an
eccentric cast of characters, as
well as dangerous and unex-
pected obstacles.

With Academy Award-winner
Sean Penn writing and di-
recting, Hirsch takes on the role
of McCandless and is joined by
a cast of high-profile actors, in-
cluding Marcia Gay Harden,
William Hurt, Hal Holbrook and
Catherine Keener.

We recently talked to Hirsch
about working on such a physi-
cally and emotionally de-
manding film.

Q: Did you read the book be-
fore this project got off the

ground?
A: I saw the “20/20” episode

(about McCandless) when I was
8 or 9 years old, but it had a big
effect on me. The whole idea of
a child my age watching a
grown man in the wild — in my
mind, I was thinking, “Who
does that?”

Q: What made you want to
get involved with the film adap-
tation of “Into the Wild”?

A: When I first got ap-
proached about the film by
Sean, he told me to read the
book. I read it that night. It was
one of those reading experi-
ences where you lap up the
words on every page, savor it
and love it. I felt like reading the
book was a life-changing experi-
ence.

Q: Would you ever be bold
enough to take the same route
that Chris McCandless did?

A: It would certainly be
tempting in the days we live in. I
don’t think I would not contact
my family though. Going on an
adventure is something that we
all can relate to. The need for
adventure, wanderlust — every-
body feels that at some point.

Q: What kind of responsi-
bility did you feel you had in
portraying him?

A: I felt like I had a huge re-
sponsibility because I had an
enormous amount of respect
for him. I also felt like he would
have wanted to be portrayed
honestly more than anything
and that includes his flaws. We
weren’t out to sugarcoat Chris
McCandless. We were out to try
to present him as who we
thought he was — warts and all.

Q: What do you think made
McCandless such a magnetic
and endearing person?

A: I just thought he was a
very unique person with a lot of
courage, conviction and a
gentle, but fierce, heart. His
charm was effortless.

Q: There are a lot of scenes
where you are completely by
yourself. What was it like
working with Sean Penn on that
one-on-one basis?

A: He was very helpful and
supportive, but he wasn’t like,
“I’m Sean Penn, and I’m gonna
tell you how to do this!” Part of

what makes him Sean Penn is
that he pushes you to do your
best and to give what you can.
It’s not about what he knows;
it’s about helping you learn
things for yourself. He’s really
big about that.

Q: There’s one point in the
movie when you’re face-to-face
with a bear. What was that like?

A: That was my worst and
best day on set. My worst day
was the beginning of (shooting
that scene.) The best day was
when I made it out of there
alive. We did the scene over
three days because the bear was
having behavior problems. He
didn’t want to go on the path
they assigned him so we shot
the scene again. Then the loca-

tion didn’t work, so we shot it
again on another day. We ended
up doing 13 takes. I was sur-
prised that the bear left me
alone in all those takes.

Q: Did you actually use any
of Chris’s belongings in the
movie?

A: Jim Gallien, the guy who
drops Chris off in the beginning
of the movie, is given a watch.
That was the real guy that Chris
McCandless gave the watch to
14 years ago. He played himself
in the movie. He kept the gold
watch that Chris gave him, and
he gave me the watch to wear
for the film.

Q: You kept one backpack
throughout the entire movie.
Did the contents of that bag stay

the same for the sake of contin-
uity?

A: We monitored what was
in the bag carefully. We tried to
stay true to the bag the best we
could.

Q: What did you do to ac-
complish that dramatic (40
pounds) weight loss? Did you
just not eat?

A: I’m not gonna talk about
the process of weight loss
(laughs). It’s all about diet and
exercise.

Q: Did you have a binge-fest
after shooting wrapped?

A: A little bit (laughs). I ate a
lot of candy, which probably
wasn’t the best move.

Q: What was your favorite lo-
cation?

A: There were so many fun
ones. Alaska was an unforget-
table shooting experience for
me. It was some of the most
challenging physical stuff I had
to do mixed with acting. By far,
the most physical terrain I
worked on by myself. It was
kind of like this crazy challenge.

Q: What message do you
hope this movie gives to audi-
ences?

A: A positive one, not of ne-
glect and abandonment but of
love. People should be able to
take what was good about Chris
McCandless and learn from it
and take what his flaws were
and learn from those.

Reach Dino-Ray Ramos at
dramos@bayareanewsgroup.com or
925-945-4713.

If you go. . . . . . . . . .
V “Into the Wild”

V Cast: Emile Hirsch, Marcia Gay
Harden, William Hurt, Jena
Malone, Catherine Keener, Brian
Dierker, Kristen Stewart, Hal
Holbrook and Vince Vaughn

V Director: Sean Penn

V Where: At the California in
Berkeley, the Cinearts in Palo Alto
Square, the Metreon in San
Francisco, the Cinearts in Pleasant
Hill and the Cinearts Santana Row
in San Jose

V Rated: R for language and some
nudity ENGAGING ROLE: Emile Hirsch (with Kristen Stewart) had a

great time working with director Sean Penn in “Into the Wild.”

Museums & galleries
Museums / East Bay

Judah L. Magnes Museum — “They
Called Me Mayer July: Painted Mem-
ories of Jewish Life in Poland Before the
Holocaust,” through Jan. 13. Sixty-five
paintings by Mayer Kirshenblatt reflect
life as he remembers it. $4-$6. Sunday-
Wednesday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Thursday,
11 a.m.-8 p.m. 2911 Russell St.,

Berkeley. 510-549-6950,
www.magnes.org.

Lacis Museum of Lace and Textiles —
“Needle Lace,” Monday through Feb. 2.
Examples of this precious type of lace
are on display. Free. Monday-Saturday
noon-6 p.m. 2982 Adeline St., Berkeley.
510-843-7290, www.lacismuseum.org.

Mills College Art Museum — “Don’t Let
the Boys Win,” through Dec. 9. Artists
Kinke Kool, Carrie Moyer and Lara
Schnitger offer works with a female
point of view. Tuesday-Saturday, 11
a.m.-4 p.m.; Wednesday, 11 a.m.-7:30
p.m.; Sunday, noon-4 p.m. 5000 MacAr-
thur Blvd., Oakland. www.mills.edu/
museum.

Museum On Main Street — Listen to
stories of downtown Pleasanton’s
haunted buildings during the annual
Ghost Walk, Oct. 12 and 13 from 5-8:30
p.m. Tours begin every half hour. Tickets
are $12 adults, $6 kids ages 5-12; dis-
count for members. Ghost Talk is Oct.
14 at 2 p.m. Listen to ghost stories in the
museum’s fireplace room. Tickets are
$10 adults, $5 kids ages 5-12. Reserva-
tions are required, please call the mu-
seum.
“Pieces In Time,” through today. A dis-
play of 24 quilts made from 1885 to
1975, owned by local residents. Also on
display, five quilts by the Amador Valley
Quilters, quilts made and distributed by
the Works Progress Administration
during the Great Depression, antique
sewing machines and dolls. $2. Wednes-
day-Saturday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sunday,
1-4 p.m. 603 Main St., Pleasanton. 925-
462-2766, www.museumonmain.org.

Oakland Museum of California — “A
Legacy of Art: The Ted and Ruth Nash
Collection,” through Dec. 30. Twenty-
one works by major California artists.
“The Edge: Where California Culture,
Critters, and Environment Collide,”
through Oct. 7. This three-part exhibition
explores the ever-changing boundaries
between California and the natural envi-
ronment. $5-$8; free for children ages 5
and under; free to all on the second
Sunday of the month. Special events are
free with museum admission unless
noted otherwise. Wednesday-Saturday,
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sunday, noon-5 p.m.;
first Friday of the month, 10 a.m.-9 p.m.
1000 Oak St., Oakland. 510-238-2200,
www.museumca.org.

Pittsburg Museum — The museum fea-
tures Native American artifacts, a small
chapel with a replica of St. Peter Martyr
Church altar and 1880s organ, wedding
gown displays, old town photos, the
Football Hall of Fame, plus local club
and organization artifacts. Wednesday,
1-4 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 925-
439-7501, pittsburgcamuseum@-
netscape.com.

UC Berkeley Art Museum — “One Way
or Another: Asian American Art Now,”
through Dec. 23. Works by 17 young art-
ists. “Parting the Curtain: Asian Art Re-
vealed,” Tibetan Buddhist statues and
items from the permanent collection, on-
going. Selections from the permanent
collection include works by Robert Ar-
neson, Jackson Pollock, Mark Rothko.
$5-$8; free children under age 12 and
UC Berkeley students; free to all on first
Thursday of the month. Wednesday-
Sunday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Thursday, 11
a.m.-7 p.m. 2626 Bancroft Way,
Berkeley. 510-642-0808,
www.bampfa.berkeley.edu.

San Francisco
Cartoon Art Museum — “An Explora-
tion of Cartoon Art,” ongoing. This ex-
hibit explores the history of cartoon art
including works from the most re-
nowned and creative cartoonists of the
last century. $2-$6; free children ages 5
and under; the first Tuesday of the
month is pay-what-you-wish day. Tues-
day-Sunday, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 655 Mission
St., San Francisco. 415-227-8666,
www.cartoonart.org.

De Young Museum — “Reproduction
and Refashioning,” through today. Chi-
nese photographer Shi Guorui presents
his first U.S. solo exhibit of his unique
photograms, which were taken with
materials pre-dating the lens camera,
and camera obscura. “Nan Kempner:
American Chic,” through Nov. 11. The
exhibit highlights the award-winning
couture wardrobe selections of
Kempner, who was regularly at the top
of best-dressed lists. Tuesday-Thursday
and Saturday-Sunday, 9:30 a.m.-5:15
p.m.; Friday, 9:30 a.m.-8:45 p.m. Golden
Gate Park, 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden
Drive, San Francisco. 415-863-3330,
www.deyoungmuseum.org.

Legion of Honor Museum — “Auguste

Rodin and Henry Moore: Masterpieces
of Sculpture,” through Oct. 7. The mu-
seum showcases selected sculptural
works by Rodin and tapestry, prints and
drawings by Moore. “Rembrandt to
Thiebaud: A Decade of Collecting Works
on Paper,” through Oct. 7. The exhibit
features many works shown for the first
time, including pieces by Andy Warhol,
Wayne Thiebauld, Paul Gauguin and
many others. $6-$10; free for children
ages 12 and under; free for all visitors
on Tuesdays. Tuesday-Sunday, 9:30
a.m.-5 p.m. Lincoln Park, 34th Avenue
and Clement Street, San Francisco. 415-
863-3330, www.thinker.org.

San Francisco Museum of Craft and De-
sign — “M. Lee Fatherree’s Photog-
raphy: Evidence of Artists at Work, 1978-
2007,” through Dec. 30. $2-$4; free
youths under age 18. Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, 10
a.m.-5 p.m.; Thursday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.;
Sunday, noon-5 p.m. 550 Sutter St., S.F.
415-773-0303, www.sfmcd.org.

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
— “Take your time: Olafur Eliasson,”
through Feb. 24. Environmental works
using light and color. “Matisse and Be-
yond: The Painting and Sculpture Col-
lection,” ongoing. $7-$12.50; half price
on Thursdays after 6 p.m.; free for all
visitors on the first Tuesday of every
month. Monday, Tuesday and Friday-
Sunday, 11 a.m.-5:45 p.m.; Thursday, 11
a.m.-8:45 p.m. 151 Third St., San Fran-
cisco. 415-357-4000, www.sfmoma.org.

Galleries / East Bay
Adobe Art Center Gallery — “30th an-
nual Area Artists Juried Exhibit,” through
Oct. 29. Monday-Thursday 9 a.m.-noon
and 2-4 p.m., Friday-Saturday 11 a.m.-3
p.m. 20395 San Miguel Ave., Castro
Valley. 510-881-6735.

Arts and Consciousness Gallery —
“Desolation’s Comfort,” Monday through
Oct. 18. Reception: 6-9 p.m. Saturday.
Monday-Friday 11 a.m.-6 p.m. John F.
Kennedy University, 2956 San Pablo
Ave., Second Floor, Berkeley. 510-649-
0499.

Emeryville art — Annual “Emeryville Art
Exhibition,” Saturday through Oct. 28.
Over 90 Emeryville artists display works,
including M. Louise Stanley and Pat
Klein. Free. EmeryStation East, 5885
Hollis St., Emeryville. 510-652-6122,
www.emeryarts.org.

Expressions Gallery — “Around the
Globe,” through Friday. Wednesday-Sat-
urday noon-5 p.m., Sunday 1-3 p.m., by
appointment. 2035 Ashby Ave.,
Berkeley. 510-644-4930,
www.expressionsgallery.org.

Kala Art Institute — “Residency Proj-
ects: Part 3,” through Saturday. The final
installment in a series of three art ex-
hibits by winners of the Kala Fellow-
ships. Free. Tuesday-Friday, noon-5:30
p.m.; Saturday, noon-4:30 p.m. 1060
Heinz Ave., Berkeley. 510-549-2977,
www.kala.org.

Livermore Art Association Gallery —
“Wine and Dine Me!, Saturday through
Nov. 29. Free. Wednesday-Sunday
11:30 a.m.-4 p.m. Carnegie Building,
2155 Third St., Livermore. 925-449-9927.

Livermore Public Library Gallery — “Co-
lonial Mexico Art Exhibition,” Monday
through Oct. 31. View works by artists
including Charlotte Severin, Bonnie Bart-
lett and Justin Trent. Reception: 2-4 p.m.
Saturday. Monday-Thursday 10 a.m.-9
p.m., Friday 10 a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday 10
a.m.-5 p.m. and Sunday noon-6 p.m.
Civic Center Branch, 1188 S. Livermore
Ave., Livermore. 925-373-5500.

San Leandro Community Library Gal-
lery — Annual “Fall Show,” Monday
through Oct. 30. View works by San
Leandro Art Association members. Mon-
day-Thursday 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Friday 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m., Saturday 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
and Sunday noon-4 p.m. 300 Estudillo
Ave., San Leandro. 510-635-5129.

Traywick Contemporary — “Wall Works
3,” through today. A group exhibition
featuring installation-based work by six
artists. Thursday-Saturday 10 a.m.-4
p.m., by appointment. 895 Colusa Ave.,
Berkeley. 510-527-1214.

P U Z Z L E SP U Z Z L E S

MEXICAN IDYLL: “Guanajuato Rooftop” by Charlotte
Severin is part of “Colonial Mexico Art Exhibition”
opening at the Livermore Public Library Gallery

on Monday. Reception is Saturday from 2 to 4 p.m.

Write to us

Please Please Please RecycleRecycleRecycle
This This 

Newspaper Newspaper 
When Finished When Finished 

Reading!Reading!

A N S W E R SA N S W E R S Send Letters to Living to:
V E-mail: living@

angnewspapers.com
V East Bay mail: 4770 Willow

Road, Pleasanton, CA 94588
V San Mateo County mail:

477 Ninth St., San Mateo, CA
94402

Letters can be dropped off in
person during business hours
at our offices in Pleasanton,
Hayward, Fremont, Oakland
and San Mateo. (See the front

section of the newspaper for
the addresses.)

Ground rules: Keep ’em short
— 250 words or fewer. Include
your first and last name and
your hometown.

We don’t print anonymous
letters. Include your phone
number. We won’t publish it,
but we’ll call to make sure
you’re the author. And finally,
we reserve the right to edit for
space, clarity and legal issues.
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Answer :

When the fortune teller was paid,
she made a —

POISON
APPEAR

TREMOR
UPLIFT

UPSHOT
CROUCH

PROPHET
PROFIT

B E G U N P A I N G A L A S O A P S
B U O N O R E N O O L E S T O T A L
B R O K E F O R G O D L I I A M A N A

D E V I T O K E E P S F O R P L A Y
B R O M I N E F A R R E A L M S
C O M P L I M E N T S F O R F I S H
D U E T B E E R E S C O S
E E N T H E B E S T F O R W O R K O U T

O W E N T E L S N U N C I O
J U M B O S I Z E N O A H S N I K O N
U P T O A D A Y F O R K I N G G L U E
G R O I N S K E I N A P A R T H E I D
G O S S I P O D E S P A S T
L O S T T I M E F O R M A K E U P P E T
E T A V O N E L O W A L K

K N O W L E D G E F O R T H I R S T
B A S A L T T E T O R E S T E S
A P P L E S F O R B O B P O I N T E
S E R I A A J A R A L L F O R F R E E
T R A N S H A D I J O I E Y U R I S
A S Y E T D Y E S A X E D I L E N E


