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WHO ARE YOU WEARINE? Celebrity stylist Robert Verdi
doled out fashion advice to fans during a MasterCard
event at San Francisco's Saks Fifth Avenue.

By Dino-Ray Ramos
BTAFF WRITER

NOWN FOR those signa-
K ture luxury sunglasses

resting on his clean-
shaven head, celebrity stylist
Robert Verdi has worked with
Hollywood A-listers, including
Eva Longoria. Mariska Hargitay
and Hugh Jackman.

Recently, Verdl was in San
Francisco to celebrate the one-
year anniversary of the Saks
Fifth Avenne World Elite Mas-
terCard. We had the opporiu-
nity to play the role of a male
client of Verdi's at Saks to find

Verdi’s fall fashion focus for men
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good for all season,” he says, “Worsted wool and
gabardine are the ones that work well.”

In the shoe depariment. Verdi, not one to keep
his opinions to himsell, bluntly says, “Guys don't
know how to match their belt with their shoes.”

He says men need to pick out shoes that incor-
porate shades of both brown and black so that a
belt in either color would work.

With the arrival of cooler weather, Verdi rec-
ommends wearing comfortable layers, A wallle
knit Henley shirt underneath a knit zip-up hoodie
topped with a puffy reversible vest allows room
for adding and subtracting articles of clothing,

Of course, Verdi thinks denim s perfect for
fall. He admits that he has an obsession with
jeans that takes up a whole section of his caver-
nous closet. From Rock and Republic to J.
Brand. he enjoys them all, but sometimes the
overabundance of luxury brands can get over-
whelming.

“When jeans get confusing, 1 always go to the
old standby: Levi's,” Veerdi says.

He also appreciates the trend of deconstrue-

tion, but when is it teo much?

“I think that tattered, unkempt clothing in
small doses is great.” he says. “But wearing a tai-
tered jacket with a wrinkled shirt and a splat-
tered pair of pants — that reminds me of the
“Derelique” collection from “Zoolander.” =

He may be a well-known stylist. but sometimes
his celebrity clients find his advice hard to
swallow. Like forcing a kid to eat spinach, he says
that he works under the “try it and you'll learn to
like it™ attitude. Much like a dreaded visit to a
doctor, Verdi recommends what he thinks is best,

“(3ood faste happens in very narrow parame-
ters. The reality is that you have to gain the cli-
eni’s confidence and their trusi and that gives you
authority,” he says, "It's hard to get people to
think of this as a real expertise. [t's true that taste
is subjective. You might like pink famingos and
plastic coated furniture and shag rugs — and
that's taste — but it's not good taste.”

Reach Dino-Ray Ramos at dremos@bayareanews-
group.com or $25-845-4713. Visit www.insidebaya-
rea.comfashion for more of cur shapping spree with
Rebart Verdi.
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THERE'S MORE: Watch celebrity
stylist Robert Verdi try out some
new fall iooks on Dino-Ray Ramos
@t insidebayarea.com.

the best looks for fall

When it comes to style, Verdi
has an impressive resume. As a
graduate of New York's Fashion

MULTILAYERED: Celebrity stylist Robert Verdi
says menswear this fall is all about neutral
colors and layenng. Verdi's trademark look
is sunglasses perched atop his bald head.

Institute of Technology, he
started off making jewelry be-
fore going on o bigger and
better things, He has hosted
shows such as “Full Frontal
Fashion™ and “Surprise by De-
sign” on the Discovery Channel.
More recently he has been
spotted on the red carpet giving
viewers the best and worst on
the Style Network's "Fashion
Police.”

For men this fall Verdi is rec-
ommending a neutral palette
with understated details,

“It's dark again.” he says.
“It's gray and black, it's classic.
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Robert Verdi’s fall fashion focus for men

There's a greater authority in
the structure and intimacy of
the details which wasn't there
before.”

Verd! uses a Dries Van Noten
button-down shirt to make his
point. “A bib that goes to the
bottom and is subtlety aderned
with interesting butions is an
example of greater detafl ™

Gray may be a color that
works for fall, but Verdi
stresses the importance of
fabric when it comes o making
the neatral tone multi-seasonal.

“Certain [abrics of gray are
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SEEING STARS: Robert Verdi has worked
with the likes of Eva Lengoria and Kathy
Griffin. He says this fall's fashion trend
for men is going back to classic looks.



